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The Madison Experience takes center stage
at the 2017 Women for Madison Summit

WOMEN
f MADISON

Connecting with a purpose
BY STEPHANIE BOWLIN ('01)

was so delighted to attend the Women for Madison Summit
in May. After being at JMU every weekend in the fall for
football games, I must admit that I'd been going through a
bit of Harrisonburg withdrawal over the winter.
This was the perfect opportunity to get back to the 'Burg,
and I encouraged several of my girlfriends to join me. It was
my birthday weekend, so we made a girls weekend out of it.
From the moment we stepped on campus, we started reminiscing about the many wonderful experiences we'd had there over the
years. The Madison En Blanc dinner was superb, from the food
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to the beautiful sunset, (Clockwise, from top left): April Armbut my favorite part strong ('82) headlined a weekend of
fun, friendships and commitment;
of the evening was the women jumpstarted the summit by
chance to meet and writing three words that sum up why
connect with so many they love JMU; alumni shared the
varied ways they have drawn meaning
other women.
by giving back their time, talent and
While listening to treasure; dressed en blanc for dinner:
Mary Ann Alger talk Stephanie Bowlin ('01), JMU Alumni
Association President Heather Hedabout Dolley Madison, rick ('00), First Lady Mary Ann Alger.
I could look around
the table and see everyone's eyes light up. The reason Women for
Madison was formed was evident right there-the connections,
the discussions, the impact that only women can make when they
work together.
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The whole weekend was an ongoing reminder
of why we give back and stay connected to the
university. Hearing about new programs and
initiatives, changes to campus and new student
life-I learned so much and felt so proud to call
JMU my alma mater.
There were tears-both of joy and of sorrow-throughout the summit. But the tears
were always followed by hugs, smiles and
deeper connections with each other.
Kathy Sarver ('03, '09M) with
My friends and I left the weekend better
Stephanie Bowlin ('01).
informed of how we can impact students and
engage with the university. We made new friends, learned about volunteer opportunities
and were genuinely excited about moving forward as Women for Madison.
I enjoyed making new connections and finding out how I can get even more friends
involved in this wonderful organization. But most of all, I left the weekend with a renewed
sense ofJMU's purpose and direction. It made me prouder than ever to be a Duke and to see
how my gifts of time, talent and treasure can benefit all those students who come after me. I
look forward to being a part of Women for Madison and watching the impact that rhis group
of amazing women can make on our beloved JMU.
g

Spirit of Philanthropy
Award honors Leslie
Flanary Gilliam ('82)
At t he summi t. JMU Pres ident
Jo nathan A lger and Board of Visitors
Rec tor Vanessa Evans-Grev ious ('93,
'97M) introduced JMU's new Spirit of
Philant hropy Award.
The late pioneering JMU philanthropist Leslie Flanary Gilliam ('82) was
both the fi rst recip ient of the award and
its inspiration. The Leslie Gilliam Spirit
of Phil
anthropy Award will be given
annually to someone who "inspires
the next generation of philanthropy at
the university. The recipient will be a
woman who models beneficence and
leadership in relation to JMU."

'We're just getting started'
BY HELE N FRAN K S ('86 )

I

was so thankful to arrend the Women for Madison Summit. This event exceeded my
expectations. I certainly came prepared to meet some old friends, bur most importantly I was humbled to meet new friends.
This event was about the empowerment of JMU women. The panel discussions
around "My Madison Experience" and "Creating a Life that Counts" were inspiring.
From the bea.u tiful en blanc candlelight dinner on the grounds Friday evening to the
great lectures and roundtable discussions on Saturday, I enjoyed every minute of ir. What
fun we all had describing our Madison Experiences in three words! It reminded me that
I do not believe any other university has given so much to women .
For me personally, I was able to meet April Armstrong ('82), the keynote speaker. I met
Dawn Silek ('16P), a JMU parent who lives in Roanoke, which means we are neighbors. I
was able to spend some time with Cindy Noftsinger ('96, '16M) , who loves JMU like no
other. I met current student Abby Tebbenoff, whose father was a Sigma Nul
Together, we laughed, shared stories, and in some cases, cried-the video tribute to the
late Leslie Gilliam ('82) brought us all closer to our university and to each other.
This was a weekend filled with
1
leadership and, most importantly,
a commitment to James Madison
University. We are strong women
who came together to affirm our
dedication to moving JMU forward. I want the event to continue
because as Women for Madison
Q
we're just getting started.

This was a weekend
filled with leadership
and, most importantly, a
commitment to James
Madison University.'
GILLIAM
LLO PH HOTOGRAP
BY MIKE MIR
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https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol40/iss3/8

" I'm so glad that Leslie received our
first Spirit of Philanthropy award [posthumously]," says Women for Mad ison
Executive Advisory Council member
Susan Brown ('84). "She represents
everything we are aspiring to be."
Gilliam, who died last year, was
a founding member of Women for
Madison. She "believed in the power
of women rallying around a common
purpose to effect positive change,"
according to the award committee. Q

~ For more on the summit, go to

A:iia j.mu/womenformadison, where
you'll find fun and insights from the
weekend, some of the words chosen to
express why participants love JMU and a
video tribute to Leslie Gilliam ('82).
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